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Reynolds: Gifted

Beth Evangelista. Gifted. Walker, 2005. ISBN 0802789943. $16.95. 192 p.
Reviewer: Kate Reynolds
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Contemporary realistic fiction;
Subject: Gifted children--Juvenile fiction; Bullying--Juvenile fiction; Self-perception--Juvenile
fiction; Books--Reviews;
Eighth-grader George Clark is a gifted student, but he is on the bottom rung of the social
ladder. Only his father's presence as principal of the middle school keeps the bullies in check.
However, his father is not attending the five-day class field trip, leaving George wide open to
the ridicule of the Bruise Brothers--the football team bullies. After he provokes the bullies'
wrath, alienates his only friend, and ends up stranded during a hurricane, George must face the
mirror and find out who he really is and what kind of person he wants to be.
Evangelista has succeeded in creating believable characters. George, while smart, is still
looking at the world from the same perspective and with the same maturity as his peers. In fact,
even though the story is told in the first person from his perspective, for most of the book George
is unlikable and irksome to the reader. The development of a relationship with the teacher he has
previously hated starts George on the path of self-examination. His turnaround, taking place over
the course of the book, has setbacks and sometimes it seems George will never make the change,
but in a crisis he does; though, the hurricane seems a bit of a stretch (did nobody check the
weather before they left?). The plot, however, is predictable--George ends up saving the day and
making friends with one of the biggest bullies. Overall, Evangelista's first novel is enjoyable, if a
bit canned.
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